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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 20, 1867. 



PUBLICATION OFFICE, 8J6 BROADWAY. 



A PLEASANT DAY WITH THE TRINITY 
CHOIRS. 



Having received an invitation to accom- 
pany the Trinity Choirs on an excursion 
around Staten Island, a lunch and dinner at 
Elm Park, and a moonlight sail home, we 
availed ourselves of the opportunity of a day's 
rest, and a pleasant communion with pleasant 
people. The Choirs of the Churches of 
Trinity Parish were well, though not fully 
represented save in the article of boys, which 
was plentiful, and as joyfully noisy and bois- 
terous, as only boys on holiday funintent, 
can be. The day was glorious — a model day 
— a day in a thousand. There was a warm 
sun, an unclouded sky, and a cool, bright 
and exhilarating air, with just enough" motion 
in the waters of our magnificent Bay to give 
an added vitality to our spirits. We did not 
start until half on hour after the appointed 
time, for it was arranged that music and the 
boat should start at the same time, and it 
was no easy matter to gather together the 
scattered vocal elements, which were then 
speci ally engaged in every species of fun. Bu t 
the organists, Dr. James Pech, Messrs. Wal- 
ter t nd Messiter, at length succeeded in mar- 
shaling their ranks, and we went on our way 
rejoicing, as the silver-toned voices of the 
boys, sustained by the mole choristers, gave 
out in exultant movement, Handel's ; chorus, 
' ' And the glory, the glory of the Lord I" It 
was a scene, which, in its e'em?nts of beauty 
ml enji ymmt, is not soon to be forgotten. 

The sail round Staten Island was delight- 
ful in the extreme, and the pleasure was in- 
tensified by the choral exercises which were 
renewed from time to time. It is hardly 
neoessary to say that, with the fresh sea 
breeze, a very early breakfast, and a few 
hours sail, the appetites of all on board were 
pretty well sharpened up by noon, at which 
time we reached our pic-nic grounds, Elm 
Park. Luckily there was no delay. A sub- 
stantial and bountiful lunch was spread, and it 
was a sight to see the boys standing round the 
table, ' singing " Non nobis domine," with 
both eyes on the edibles and none upon the 
conductor. The Rev. Dr. Weston veiy 
kindly said a brief grace, and then such a 
din as arose, beggars description, as the boys 
eat, and talked and laughed, and laughed, 
and talked and eat. 

The lunch over — hey ! for the fields. The 
room was cleared in an instant, and speedily 
from the woods around and from the open 
fields, where a pa.'t of the y.uag singe: s 



were playing base-ball, glad shouts arose, 
which literally teemed with the very essence 
of uncurbed enjoyment and abandon. The 
seniors of the party and the invited guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, less given to robust 
exercises, sat or reclined in the flickering, yet 
ample shadows, of the interlacing boughs of 
the noble trees, and chatted briskly, or 
mused dreamily, as the humor seized them, 
for several hours, as the sun was marching 
victoriously along the west, his beams laying 
more and more level as the time sped on. 

We had brought a band along— an excur- 
sion band— a band of five or six pieces, and 
these pieces were so hopelessly separate, 
that no human power could join them to- 
gether in harmony. The cornet was the 
bully of the crowd, and how he Hector-ed it 
over the meek violin of uncertain intonation, 
and overshadowed the other hermaphrodite 
instruments, would tax a more brilliant his- 
torian than we are to relate. But he met his 
match in the stolid, immovable, self-sustain- 
ed contra-bosso. This sturdy artist steadily 
resisted every change of key, and set his 
mce against all species of modulation ; or if 
he did condescend to vary from the tonic and 
the dominant, like most conservative natures, 
he always made the change too late, and so 
was continually chasing up some long pass- 
ed modulation, in the vain hope of catching 
up with it. He kept us in a state of fever- 
ish excitement, which was never quieted, for 
at the close, the tonic chord was doubtful, as 
no two instruments agreed in pitch. For 
human ears it was a refined species of tor- 
ture, intensified by the fact that it had to be 
paid for. Considering how much agony 
they inflicted, five dollars per day, per man, 
was certainly cheap. 

But everything has its uses, and our band 
found congenial employment before long. 
Of course the party had engaged a platform 
for its special uses, but with that freedom and 
ease which bears down the barriers of eti- 
quette and privacy, and renders the demo- 
cratic principle at once so noble and so fasci- 
nating, the outside people kindly and affably 
mixed in, and being unable to resist the at- 
traction of our orchestra, which were perch- 
ed up in a tree, like so many broken-voiced 
and inharmonious nightingales, they jocosely 
but heartily suggested a dance. Of course 
we could -not refuse our "guests," (we did 
not fear any broken heads because there 
was a policeman looking on sympathetically,) 
but gave assent at once. And there as we 
sat, under the arching trees, drawing in the 
luxurious but vitalizing air, and feeling the 
abandon of perfect rest of mind and body, 
like Eastern monarchs we had our execrable 
music and grotesque dancing, though the 
costumes were by no means Oriental, save 
perhaps in the matter of democratic negligee. 
Some" of us had, perchance, been dream- 



iag with the old poets, and had peopled the 
surrounding woods with Nymph and Dryad, 
while rude Pan piped his Arcadian music; if 
so, the free (and easy) institutions of our 
country quickly dispelled such dreams, bring- 
ing us back to the double-shuffle, the pigeon- 
wing, and the Lancers ! Having afforded as 
much compulsory hospitality as we thought 
sufficient, we had our orchestra perched upon 
another tree by another platform, whither 
the outsiders followed, and danced to their 
heels' content. We think, however, that the 
contra-basso resented this removal, for he 
displayed much less alacrity in chasing up 
the modulations than before. 

Left to ourselves once more, the quiet tone 
came bock again, and in the delicious hour 
of sunset some charming music was vouch- 
safed by Mrs. H. C. Watson, Mr. Mathison 
and others, and Dr. James Pech, who played 
some beautiful Nocturnes of his own compo- 
sition. At length the- boys who had been de- 
spatched to New York for a sad duty, returned, 
and dinner was served, of which it is needless 
to say, all partook very heartily. Then came 
some more play, some more choral singing, 
and finally the moonlight sail home, which 
with its pleasant surroundings, was the very 
acme of sensuous enjoyment. 

Thus ended the first excursion of the Trin- 
ity Choirs. It was in every way a perfect 
success. No incident occurred to mar the 
enjoyment, and good feeling and uninterrup- 
ted harmony reigned from the first hour to 
the last. This occasion cannot but have a 
happy effect upon all the Choirs ; it will ce- 
ment friendship, induce good will, and pro- 
mote a pleasant and cordial understanding, 
between teacher and teacher, and boy and 
boy, and will infallibly prove that the true 
policy to gain strength and achieve great ob- 
jects, is Unity. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the 
Organists, the managers of this social festi- 
val. Dr. Pech seemed to be ubiquitous; his 
care and attention were unflagging, and 
every one alike shared his kind, courteous 
and watchful attention. In all the labors he 
was cordially and efficiently supported by 
Messrs. Walters and Messiter, and the hearty 
cheers which greeted their names, from the 
delighted boys, must have deeply gratified 
them. 

Vale! May the next year find us all met 
together under the same happy circumstances ! 

THE SANGERFEST IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 



The National German Saengerfest, the 
tenth an iversory, was held at Philadelphia, 
this week, commencing on Saturday the 13th- 
and closing on Thursday the 18th inst. The 
gathering of singers and their friends was 
very large, Societies and deputations from 
Sooieties, coming from far and near. The 
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New York Societies made a grand parade 
through the streets on Saturday on their waj 
to the train, and were reviewed at the Oitj 
Hall by Mayor Hoffman. On their arriving 
at Philadelphia, they were magnificently re- 
ceived with speeches, and flowers and cheers, 
and the sixteen hundred singers went ol 
their way rejoicing, surrounded by crowds o 
importunate friends. The, following is a list 
of the New York Societies represented at tht 
Tenth Saengerfest : — The Hudson Maenner- 
chor, Harmonia, Social Reform Gjesanj 
Verein, Colonia, Teutonia Maennerchor, 
Liederkranz, Frauenlob, Arminia, Liederta- 
fel of the Social Kef ormers, Mozart Maenner- 
chor, Fidelia, Suavian Liederkranz, Hoboken, 
Quartett Club, Harlem Maennerchor, Musk 
Corps, Brooklyn Saengerbund, Sing Acade- 
mic, Melomanen, New York Liedertafel 
Harmonia, Melrose Liedertafel, Jungei 
Maennerchor, Saengerlust, Orpheus, Social 
M teunerchor, Q lartett Club, Suavian Saen- 
gerbund, Eintracht of North Hoboken, Eu- 
phonia Music Corps, Williamsburg Saenger- 
bund, Hudson City Quartett Club, Beethoven 
Maennerchor, Concordia Maennerchor, Teu- 
tonia of Brooklyn, Colonia Maennerchor, 
Bheinischer Saengerbund, Arion of Williams- 
burg, Social Liedertafel, Uhland Bund, Jer- 
sey City Saengerrunde, Frohsinn of Bloom- 
ingdale, Saengerrunde. 

(From Our Correspondent.) 
Sunday the 14th, was devoted to pic-nic 
enjoyments, each Society with a friendly So- 
ciety, selecting some pleasant spot in the 
suburbs as their camping ground, which be- 
came for the time a scene of hearty enjoy- 
ment, good fellowship and perfect harmony. 
The Philadelphia Saengerbund with their 
guests, the Liederkranz of New York and its 
fine band of thirty instruments, went in a 
steamer up the Delaware, above Burlington, 
returning the same afternoon. The Phila- 
delphia Maennerchor, with their guests, the 
Teutonia Maennerchor, of New York, the 
Germania, of Baltimore, and the Wilkesbarre 
Maennerchor, went up the Delaware to Ta- 
cony, where they were joined by the Saenger- 
bund and Liederkranz.for a short time in the 
afternoon. The Liedertafel, Teutonia, 
Saengerbund, Cecilia, of Philadelphia, and 
Lancaster Maennerchor, spent the day at 
Fairmount Park. The Aurora, of Philadel- 
phia, and Fidelia of New York, started down 
the river to Red Bank. The Yunger Maen- 
nerchor, of Philadelphia, with their guests, 
the Colonia, of New York, and the Baltimore 
Liederkranz, went on horseback and in stages 
to Engel & Wolf's farm, the pic-nic grounds 
of the Saengerfest. 

The General Head-Quarters of the Saen- 
gerfest, is at the National Grand Hall, which 
' is crowded from morning until night. It is 
liberally decorated both inside and out, and 
on its walls hang a hundred flags, each re- 



presenting a singing society present upoi 
;his occasion. 

One of our Societies, the " Lyra Maenner- 
chor," has been presented with a handsome 
service of silver, by the ladies of the Phila- 
lelphia Arion Society. 

The first Concert at the Academy of Music 
vas by no means a success. The arrange 
uents on the stage were far better than the; 
.vere at our Academy in 14th street, affordinj 
lair accommodation for about one thousand 
•ingers, and an orchestra of sixty performers. 
Jf the instrumental performance we would 
:ather say nothing, for the orchestra wa- 
oadly balanced, the performers were ineffici- 
ent, and the conductor did his part in th< 
sacrifice of the music entrusted to his care. 

The United New York Singers executei 
Herder's "Hymn to Hertha," well, but the 
composition was certainly not suited to the 
jeeasion. Tscbinck's celebrated composition, 
sntitled Harmony, was sung by one thousand 
.singers; it was fairly executed under tht 
sircumstances, but was deficient in color anc 
precision. Of the accompanying brass in- 
struments, nothing pleasant can be said, noi 
can we very highly compliment the sole 
singer, Mr. Jacob Graff. 

The united Baltimore Societies sang well, 
Carl Lenshow conducting them ably. The 
Philadelphia Societies also did themselves 
credit in one of Abt's pleasant part-songs. 
Still, on the whole, the Concert was not even 
seoond rate in character. -? 

Wednesday, 18th. 

The Trial Concert came off last night, and 
the Singing Societies showed to far greater 
advantage on this occasion. Some of the 
singing was admirable in the highest degree. 
The Academy was crowded to its utmost ca- 
pacity, and the Singing Tournament created 
the greatest excitement. The programme 
was as follows : — 

I. Oybin— F. Abt. Sung by the "Colonia," N«sw York. 
Dir.: Aoalm. 

v. A Sunday on the Rhine— F. Abt. Sung by Iho "Au- 
rora," Bag Harbor city. Dir. : P. M. Wolsicffer. 

3. The Oay Wandoror— .Mondel.iaoun, Suug by tho 
"Eintraoht," Nowark, N. J. Dir. : Prof. Carl Suhmirit. 

i. Darkness in the Woods— w. Spoidel. Sung by the 
"Uedeikranz," BaUimore, Dir. : Ouas. .Lenshow. 

5. How Came Love— Marsohnor. Sung by the "Liodor- 
kranz," New York. D.r.: A. Paur. 

6. Pauliazello— Kunz. Sung by the "Mozart Verein," 
New York. Dr.: Karl Sahni. 

7. Harper's Song— Zimmerman. Sung by the "Beetho- 
ven Mannerohor," N. Y. Dir. : Carl Trager. 

8. The Chapel— Beokir. Sung by the "Harmonia," N. 
Y. Dir. : Pinohert. 

!). Sunset in ihe Forest— F. Abt. Sung by the "German 
Siengei'bund," Buffalo, N.Y. Dir.: C. W. Braun. 

10. Students' Night Song— A. Fischer. Sung by. the 
"Quartet-Club," New York. Dir.: Langenbacb. 

II. Come in tbe Stilly Night— Wendler. Sung by the 
"Stengerbund," Brooklyn, N. Y. Dir. : Jul. Meyer. 

12. dome — F. Abt. Sung by tho ' Germania Manner- 
ohor," BaUimore. Dir. : T. XiUmann. 

13. Light, More Lighll (The last words of Gcethe.)— F. 
Liszt. Sung by the "QuartetClub," Hoboken. D.r. : Wm. 
Trager. 

14. Osslan— Bosohintt. Sung by the "Teutonia Miinner- 
chor," New York. Dir. : Wm. Grosonel. 

15. Devotion at Spring-time— C. Kreulzer. Sung by the 
••Srangerlust," New York. Dir. : Geiger 

Fifteen Sooieties in all, competed, and we 
think that we have never heard better part- 
song singing on any other public occasion. 
The most critical attention was paid to the 



performance of each Society not only by the 
fudges, but the public, and it was a common 
•emark among the professors that the publio 
expression would surely indicate the distri- 
bution of the prizes. And so it did, except 
in one instance, in which the most delicate 
liscrimination was necessary, namely — to 
udge between the Liederkranz of New York, 
nd the Quartette Club of Hoboken, New 
Tersey. The singing of each was so admir- 
ible, so refined, so marked by fine artistic 
joloring, that only a competent professional 
ury could deoide as to which society of the 
wo, the first award should be given. We 
hink the award was justly made, and we also 
.hink, that the Quartette Club of Hoboken 
nay well feel proud and satisfied, that its 
jxecutive. excellence was so great, that there 
.vas hardly a dividing line between it and 
;hat veteran and accomplished Society, the 
Liederkranz of New York. 

The Prizes were awarded in the following 
jrder , — 

First Prize — A Splendid Banner, worked 
oy M'me Franziska Klein, No. 244 Bowery, 
N. Y., to the New York Liederkranz Society, 

Second Prize — An elaborate and beautiful 
yase, manufactured by Lang of Philadel- 
phia, to the Hoboken Quartette Club of New 
Jersey. 

Third Prize — A rich and handsome Flag- 
belt, made by M'me Klein, to the Teutonia 
Maennerchor of New York. 

Fourth Prize— A large Silver Wine Cooler, 
presented by General Ballier. and the Mar- 
shals to the Quartette' Club of New York, 
Liangerbach, Director. 

Fifth Prize— To the Liederkranz of Balti- 
more, Charles Lenshow, Director. 

The Honorary Committee distributed the 
prizes, and thus ended the ceremonies at the 
stand. 

With this closed the real musical interest 
of the Tenth National Saengerfest of the 
German Singing Societies in America. 



A GRAIN OF TRUTH IN A BUSHEL 
OF NO-SUCH-THINGS. 



We sincerely congratulate the Editor of 
the Weekly Review upon one positive im- 
provement visible this week in his large- 
sized sheet. It contained a lengthy quotation 
from our paper of the Gth, and its readers 
must have been astonished to find one 
truthful article in the whole of its large di- 
mensions. Indeed it may be said, without 
fear of contradiction, that it is the only 
truthful article on the subject of piauo-fortts 
that has appeared in the various Steinway 
organs for several years past. A few more 
quotations from the Abt Joubnal would do 
much in the good cause of awakening the 
hugely gulled public to the truth of the 
monstrous misstatements thrust down its 
throat by the organs of that house. 

The competition between Chickering and 
Steinway at the Paris Exposition has ended 



